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IL. UKE, xxi. 36. | u 


« WATCH YE THEREFORE AND PRAY ALWAYS, THA 
* YE MAY BE ACCOUNTED WORTHY TO ESCAPE ALL 
« THESE THINGS THAT SHALL COME TO PASS, AND 
« TO STAND BEFORE THE SON OF MAN.” N 


HESE words, as ſtated by St. Luke, are 

the concluding exhortation of our blgfſed 
Saviour to his diſciples, after he had been anſwer- 
ing a queſtion they had propoſed to him con- 
cerning his ſecond coming, 

The, whole paſſage is much more fully related 
in St. Matthew's gaſpel, (a) where it is ſaid that 
(b) © AsJ eſus ſat upon the Mount of Olives, the 
< diſciples came unto him privately, ſaying, Tell 


< us when ſhall theſe things be? and what ſhall 


a Ch. xxiv. (6b) xxiv. 3. 


.... ˙—— —— 1lm— — —— — — 


N 


14 


te be the ſign of thy coming, and of the end of 
ce the world?“ 


This queſtion, in i its more immediate meaning, 
certainly” referred to What had been related juſt 


before: the diſciples' admiration of the building 
of the temple_at.. Jeruſalem, and Jeſus having 
expreſsly foretold ro them the entire demolition 
of it: That one ſtone ſhould not be left upon 
« another which would not be thrown down.” 
« Tell us,“ ſay they, © when ſhall theſe things 
4 be? But, as if they were led on by ſome ſpi- 
ritual influence, they not only add, (c What 
« ſign will there be when theſe. things ſhall, come 
« to paſs?” but they ſeem to include in it a farther 
queſtion concerning © the end of the world.” 
What might be 7heir meaning is not perfect] 

clear: neither is it perfectly clear to what ſome 
particulars 1 in our Saviour's anſwer, given to us 
in the latter part of that chapter, refer. All the 
firſt” part certainly belongs to the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem; which was irerally and punctually 
accompliſhed about forty years after, juſt as Jeſus 
had declared it would; when thoſe Who had at- 
tended to this his declaration, and taken warning 
by it, and followed his advice, eſcaped from that 
horrid ſcene which overwhelmed others. 


Ce Luke xxi, 7. 
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The latter part, as I have already obſerved to 
you, is leſs clear in its meaning. For though, to 
every unlearned or ſuperficial reader, it muſt na- 
turally appear to refer to a ſtill greater and future 
event; the end of the preſent ſtate of man, and 
Chriſt's coming to judgment; or his coming to 
eſtabliſh ſome new ſcene or order of things in his 
kingdom, previous to the general reſurrection, 
when © ſome ſhall be taken and others left;“ 
and though very many of the learned have under- 
ſtood” it in this its moſt obvious meaning: yet 
many likewiſe there are of firſt-rate abilities, and 
ſincere believers in Chriſt's ſecond coming, who 
conſider the whole of this paſſage as relating 
ſolely to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the 
diſperſion of the Jewiſh nation, cloathed in highly 
figurative language, according to the manner of 
Eaſtern writings. 

Be that as it may; though it would be acting 
in a way diſingenuous towards you, for me to 
build any thing upon a paſſage of doubtful inter- 
pretation; yet ſince the words 1 have choſen for 
my text convey a meaning I could wiſh to im- 
preſs well on the minds and hearts of men, there 
can now be nothing improper in my calling upon 
you in [theſe words of our Saviour himſelf, to 
« Watch and pray, that ye may be found worthy 
eto eſcape thoſe things, which we know from 

B 2 


— 


- rr rr . . . Y . 


— 
- — — — —— 


— — — — — — 


T K«« —U—ͤ—! ͤ . - 2 
— 2 


16 J 


various ether paſſages in the holy ſcriptures, are 
yet to * comè to paſs; and that ye may 1 
beſort the Son of Man.. 

On a ſolemn occaſion the laſt year, wheti- we 
of this nation were invited to offer up our joint 
prayers, as we are on this day, to the Divine 


attend my duty among you in this place. The 


critical poſture. of affairs at the commence- 
ment of that winter, ſeemed: a call upon every 
man who wiſhed well to his cbuntry, tô re- 
main ſteady at that poſt where his labours ap- 
peared likely to be moſt wanted. A miniſter of 
the goſpel in this great city is but one among a 
multitude. Here alſo are magiſtrates; of far ſu- 
perior power to watch over the conduct of the 


people. But in a private country pariſh the caſe 


is otherwiſe. The labours of a paſtor there art 
not confined to the pulpit or the church fervice. 
His knowledge of every one around him, and 
theirs of him, afford opportunities for ſeaſonable 
hints of advice, which have their uſe. The-prin- 
ciples of the people as well as their morals, are 
often influenced by ſmall occurrences in this way, 
which cannot perhaps be touched upon in public, 
or at leaſt which are commonly attempted in 
vain, A miniſter of God, as his ſtrength decays; 


and obliges him to be leſs frequent in the one, 


11 


feels me effect of private admonition increaſe: 
.and; in any particularly periluous ſeaſon, if he has 
obtained che confidence of his pariſhioners, they 
look up to him ſor advice, and frequently for 
ſupport; and from the higheſt to the loweſt, are 
often kept thereby in the right way. | 
On this account it was that your paſtor has ſo 
long abſented' himſelf from among you; that 
whatever ſmall influence he poſſeſſed, might be 
exerted there, where it might have the moſt 
nne 10.27 
On the Faſt of laſt year he expreſſed his ſen- 
timents fully on the then poſture of affairs: and 
that whit was addreſſed to a ſmall pariſh in the 
country, might not remain confined within its 
bounds;' the whole was afterwards made public. 
That diſcourſe therefore ſhall not be repeated to 
you. It has naw been ſome months in the hands 
of every one who choſe to look into it. | 
I reminded that flock, as it may be proper to 
remind you, that in my diſcourſes I have much 
more frequently glanced at the faſhionable error 
of unbelicf, than either of you may perhaps have 
eſteemed neceſſary. But, though I had no fear 
concerning them or you, as being at all inclined 
that way; yet the miſchievous ſtrides that perni- 
cious error had been making in other countries, 
gave me a dread of that infection ſpreading here. 
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Little vas it to be foreſeen it could have gone 
ſuch lengths as it has. Vet what has happened, 
fully juſtifies thoſe apprebenſions I had enter- 
tained, and \the: reiterated 1 3 to 
guard againſt it. Jah ? 
Spread itſelf it has now: beyood: all * * in 
a neighbouring country. till its horrid conſe- 
quences begin to be ſten and felt by the ſur- 
rounding nations. An awful ſcens? dig wich! in- 
ſtruction to mankind. ct. 92 
The ſuperſtitious errors of 1 ben 
through by an enlightened and lively people, 
had miſled: their favorite writers to a faulty con- 
cluſion. The corruptions of Chriſtianity, Which 
they beheld in pomp and ſplendor in the .Romiſh 
church, they miſtook for Chriſtianity ' itſelf 
Thence, inſtead of rejecting the ſuperſtructure, 
and keeping 'to the foundation, they rejected 
both; and betook themſelves to Deiſm in its 
ſtead. All thoſe revelations we have in the 
holy ſcriptures, blended as they are in the Romiſh 
church with falſe legends and ſuperſtitious ob- 
ſervances, were ſuppoſed by them to be mere 
fictions of the prieſthood: and the eruelties ex- 
erciſed towards Heretics in many countries, 
juſtly ſtaggered their belief in a religion which 
otherwiſe they might have been inclined to be- 
heve; and drove them farther from the faith. 


171 
To Deiſm, or natural religion, many of their 
writers firſt had recourſe. That is, ſome waver- 
ing belief in a God, who had created the world; 
but who, leaving man to himſelf, and the unaſ- 
ſiſted uſe of his reaſon to diſcover his Maker 
— the works he beholds, never, as they con- 
tended; had 'vouchſafed to reveal himſelf or his 
will to him. 

But as man left to himſelf, without the gd 
ance of revelation, has always wandered, either 
to ſuperſtitious ſears on the one hand, or to li- 
centiouſneſs, a throwing off of all reſtraint on the 
other, ſo has it happened with theſe philoſophers, 
as they affected to call themſelves, of a ſiſter 
nation. Emerged from the ſuperſtition of Po- 
pery, the generality of them were not content 
till they flew to the contrary extreme of Atheiſm. 
The frame of nature they diſdained to call the 
work of God, but aſcribed it to a power in nature 
itfelf; as if nature in ſuch a caſe were any thing 
but an empty name. Eager in the inveſtigation 
of ſcience; obſerving the wonderful ſimplicity in 
the contrivance of every part, which produces 
the effect deſigned by its Maker ; they forgot the 
Maker himſelf, and aſcribed the whole to the 
immediate cauſe they diſcerned, without purfuing 
the thought to the neceſſary concluſion, that ſuch 

B 4 


145 
apparent cauſe muſt itſelf have had ſome intelli- 


gent mover, who gave it the power it poſſeſſes. 
The general tenor of che lives of theſe philoſo- 
phers gave ſome weight to their opinions. Moral, 
at leaſt as much ſo as many. of the moſt zealous 
believers, and even of their clergy, whoſe failings 
they were eager to expoſe: affecting humanity 
towards others, as a reproach to the perſecuting 
ſpirit of the Romiſh church:  ſtudiouſly bringing 
forward upon all , occaſions every ſuperſtitious 
error; every falſe legend; every ſuſpicious mira- 
cle among their eccleſiaſtics; every doubtful in- 
terpretation of ſcripture, or falſe reading, or error 
in doctrine, which had crept into the church in 
the dark ages, and from a veneration for anti- 
quity had been retained ; | laying all theſe to the 
charge of Chriſtianity itſelf; and from what is 
falſe, arguing with plauſible ſubtlety againſt what 
is true; they gained but too powerful an influence 
over the minds of wavering believers; who leſs 
moral in their practice, are often but too ready 
to free themſelves as they think from the re- 
ſtraints of religion, and give an unbounded ſcope 
to licentiouſneſs. 

Thus it happened there. And thus it hap- 
pens too commonly, wherever theſe pernicious 
principles are diſſcminated. 
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Not ſo among the generality of this nation, 
where Chriſtianity is taught in greater purity: 
' Chriſtianity, as derived from the holy ſcriptures 
themſelves... Though different ſects there are 
among us; yet do we of the church of England, 
the clergy among every denomination of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, the preachers among thoſe 
called Methodiſts, all appeal to the holy ſcriptures 
themſelves; and diſavowing all human authority, 
proſeſs all of us to ſubmit ny ring to be 
tried by that teſt.” 

True it is, there are thoſe among each of us, 
who have a higher veneration for ſome of the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity than others; the doctrine 
of the Trinity, in a more rigid or in a more lax 
interpretation of it ; the incarnation of the Son of 
God; the atonement and ſatisfaction of Chriſt; 
together with others which might be named: 
yet do thoſe who endeavour to explain thele 
truths in the loweſt way, all believe mot ſincercly 
in God, the Creator and Ruler of the world ; and 
all maintain his having revealed his will ro man 
by Moſes, and by the prophets, and laſt of all by 
Jeſus of Nazareth; whom all ſectaries among us 
acknowledge to be the Chriſt, the Meſſias, the 
Son of God, foretold by the prophets, and ſent 
from God to redeem mankind. In theſe we are 
all agreed, Of theſe, few indeed there are in this 
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Vitious ones certainly there are in this as in other 


[ 10 J 
nation who pretend to doubt. Theſe general 
truths, though variouſly explained according to 
the different conceptions of men, are ſo; conſtantly 
laid before the people in ſcripture language, and 
with appeals to the holy ſcriptures from whence 
they are derived; and the holy ſcriptares'them- 


ſelves are ſo diſperſed over the kingdom in our 


native tongue by every ſe& among us, and given 
into every hand that the owner is willing to hold 
forth to receive them; that the bulk of the peo- 
ple are little diſpoſed to doubt of their truth. 


countries, who do not pay ſufficient attention to 


theſe matters, nor behave in a way ſuitable to 


their importance; but the rejecting of them as 
falſhoods, is not _—_ a crimes of this nation 
in general. 

The travelled gentry and nobility they are 
among whom this error moſtly reſides; and 
from whom this miſchief is to be apprehended. 
Young, men, untavghtin the principles of any re- 
ligion whatſoever ; never trained to any regard 
towards religious duties ; ſent forth into foreign 
lands before they know any thing of their own 
country, except the follies of it, greedily imbibe 
the manners of the people with whom they mix. 
There, finding the oſtenſible ſhew of religion 
on the Continent to be ſuperſtitious pageantry; 
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profeſſed by. ſome, ridiculed and ſet at noughit by 
others; they: readihy join hands with the latter, 
and bend the hole force of their wit to deride 
all religion as an invention of the prieſthood, and 
and untaſy, and as they contend an unneceſſary 
reſtraint upon their yauthful paſſions. Thence 
they return hither, bitter enemies to Chriſtianity 
itſelf; of which yet they know not the firſt prin- 
ciples, and on which: _y never deſigned to caſt a 
thought. 

Little might this: bb apprehended as of any 
conſequence to the generality of the people, were 
it not that faſhion always has its allurements merely 
as»fafhion ; and when to this is added the natural 
propenſity in man to caſt off all reſtraint, it be- 
comes neceſſary to guard ourſelves againſt the 
contagion; to checque the ſpreading of infidelity, 
and to warn unwary youth of their danger. 
That you know, I have often done in this 
place: not as fearing you, but as cautioning you 
againſt thoſe who might ſeduce you or your chil- 
dren from the trutn. 

Perhaps that may now be leſs neceſſary than at 
any time heretoſore: the miſchie vous conſe- 
quences of unbelief being in the preſent day ſo 
glaring before all our eyes, that it ſeems by the 
good providlence of God to be working its own 
deſtruction, or at leaſt to carry its own antidote 
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on its front. Every nation civilized; or 1indivat- 
ized, holds up both its hands in abhorrence' of 
the baneful effects it has produced I the tulers 
and princes of the world have theretofore been 


forgetful of God, that ſeems not tu be the caſe 
now. Thoſe under them in every department 
who uſed little to think of a Deity, and ſeldom 
had his name in their mouths; but to blaſphame 
with unmeating oaths, nde ſpealæ another lan- 
guage; and dreading what is coming upon the 
earth, talk at leaſt, and we mult ſuppoſe do FEri- 
ouſly think of him, as che Great Arbiter of the 
world, in whoſe hand we alf are, und from whom 
alone we muſt look for help. Ihe blaſphemous 
decrees of a neighbouring convention ; not con- 
tent with aboliſhing ſome of the * ſuperſtitions 
pageantry to which that nation had been accuſ- 
romed ; but putting a ſtop to all religious worſhip 
whatſoever ; ſetting aſide all acknowledgment of 
4 Deity; abrogating all obſervance of this Sab- 
baths, that commemoration of his having created 
the world; effacing as far as they can, by their 
new kalendar, all remembrance of their periodical 


return from the minds of men; diſavowing all 


belief in a future ſtate after death, all expectation 
of any puniſhment for the worſt of crimes, but 


what may be inflicted by man—are an aſtoniſh- 


ment to mankind, and have cauſed the free- 
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thinking and free. ſpeaking by-ſtander to become 
more firm believers. Truths we daily Hear burſt 
ſrom lips which never had been accuſtomed to 
ſuch language; the certainty of there being a God 
in heaven; the certainty of his having declared 
his will to man; the certainty of his having de- 
clared to us another ſtate, in which we ſhall re- 
ceive the due reward of our deeds; the certainty 
of his having declared things many times long 
before they came to paſs, in proof that thoſe who 
declared them were ſent by him, and in proof 
that he is the Governor of all the nations; the 
certainty of his having declared things that are 


yet to be hereafter; and the certainty that what 


he has ſo declared will come to paſs in its due 
ime. Theſe truths are to be heard in the free- 
dom of converſation, in mixt company now: 
not only among the learned, not from the clergy, 
but among the various orders of men, both high 
ind low, and from the laity themſclves; from 
perſons who a few years ago would have taken 
offenſe if one of our order had ventured to in- 
trodute ſuch a topic of diſcourſe. 

May we not then congratulate one ber- in 
this nation, where we find the horrid ſcenes acting 
abroad are taking this turn upon our minds? 
Muſt we not aſcribe it to the over-ruling hand 
of God, who always brings forth good out of the 
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evil man had deviſed ; and who, while he ſuffers 
that deluded people to reap the fruit of their own 
perverſeneſs, ſets them up as a warning to all ſur- 
rounding nations, to avoid the like? What paſſes 
nere we behold, and ought to receive with thank 
ſulneſs. But muſt we not likewiſe ſuppoſe, that 
theſe things may poſſibly have a ſimilar effect 
upon the ſentiments of the people in other coun- 
tries alſo? It is not for us alone that the ſun 
ſhines, or the ſtars beſpangle the canopy of 
heaven, and. guide the wandering mariner. It 
is not for us alone this warning is held forth, but 
for mankind in general ; and we muſt hope that in 
other nations the like effects are produced. 

In reſpect of Politics, or the regulations of go- 
vernment, we may obſerve it has had that 
effect in every ſurrounding nation. Though li- 
berty be deſirable to every one, in every ſtation 
of liſe; and though mankind are more than 
enough diſpoſed to queſtion the authority, and 
reſiſt the power of their rulers (though ſo far 
as they do it with temper and moderation, they 
are not to blame for examining the grounds and 
the reaſons for that authority which is exerciſed 
over them) yet the woful experience of what has 
falſely been held forth as liberty and equality 
among our neighbours, has taught us all, that 
hberty is not there where all reſtraint; is caſt 
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aſide: that Liberty is, not only the right every 
man has to do what he pleaſes with his own, but 
the power of maintaining that right againſt the 
oppreſſor; that Equality is, the equality in all, the 
weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt, in obtaining re- 
dreſs when they are injured. This is true li- 
berty. This truly is equality. But is not this 
to be found where anarchy rides triumphant: 
where a ſet of turbulent de magogues take the 
lead; and plunder the rich, and haraſs the poor, 
and oppreſs the farmer, and ſtarve the land, and 
drive the manufacturer from his bench, and the 
trader from his ſhop, and the merchant from his 
books of accompt, to ſally forth and take up 
arms to maintain theſe leaders of a faction in the 
power they, have uſurped? That alas! is the li- 
berty, that the equality they have eſtabliſhed with 
ſuch vain boaſting ; and whoever dares to utter 
a ſyllable againſt its excellence, is cut off without 
remorſe; butchered by thouſands and ten thou- 
ſands, to gratify the revenge, but not to ſatiate 
the. thirſt of power, in theſe leaders: leaders, de- 
legated by the people among ſeveral others, 
merely to conſider of a form of government, 
who, driving their aſſociates from the aſſembly, 
have aſſumed the whole executive power to 


themſelves. | 
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From this aw ful example mankind have leurn- 


ed a leſſon they ſtood much in need of being 
taught: the leſſon of obedience, for their own 
good. A leſſon it has afforded to Rulers too; to 
be temperate in the exerciſe of that authoriry 
which has been committed to them for the peo- 
ple's welfare: but it is a leſſon to the People 
to ſubmit for their on ſakes to the laws of the 
community in which they live. Liberty is but a 
name, where a perſon is ſubject to the changeable 
will of another, whether that other be called a 
king or a deputy to a convention. Equality is 
an impoſſibility ; ſeeing the differences among 
mankind in their capacities, and the neceſſary 
ſubordination there muſt thence ariſe; excepting 
that equality, which ought to be enjoyed by 
every member of every community; the living 
under the reſtraint of equal Laws ; laws, equal and 
impartial, to reſtrain the high as well as the low ; 
ſecure in his property, whether inherited from 
thrifty anceſtors, or obtained by his own in- 
duftry ; fafe in his perſon; and at his own free 
choice ſo to conduct himſelf or his affairs as 
he judges beſt, provided he does not endeavour 
to interfere with the the get or freedom of 
another. - 

This leſſon we all have an um e ex- 
amples before us, more fully than we any of us 
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had underſtood it before : and we ſee that other 
nations have learned it too. The ſame we muſt 
hope is the caſe in reſpect of Religion, and men's 
regard to God; excepting that in other countries, 
being many of them addicted to the errors of 
Popery, they have not thoſe opportunities you 
enjoy, and which every one in this nation en- 
Joys, of knowing the will of God from the 
holy ſcriptures ; or of making inquiry for your- 
ſelves into the truths he has revealed to man. 

To touch upon any of thoſe truths now would 
be entering into a field much too wide, when it 
is high time for me to haſten to a concluſion, 
Yet ſuffer me to treſpaſs upon your patience a 
little farther. For a few particulars there are 
which I could wiſh to ſuggeſt to your thoughts 
in the preſent poſture of affairs; on which, 
though it would be preſumptuous for any man to 
dogmarize, yet it ſhould ſeem right for every 
one to caſt a thought ; and a duty incumbent on 
the preachers of Chriſt's religion to exhort them 
ſo to do : I mean thoſe Prophecies which remain 
yet to be fulfilled in their ſeaſon. 

In a late diſcourſe, to which alluſion has been 
made already, it was mentioned, that the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the diſperſion of the 
Jews, were particularly foretold by Chriſt him- 


ſelf: and that this is a ſtanding miracle, and 
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a proof before all our eyes at this day; of the 
truth of his prediction: Jews being to be ſeen 
ſcattered through every nation, a by-word and a 
term of reproach among all people; yet ſwarm- 
ing every where in multitudes, a diſtin race 
of men. and never mixing ſo as to coaleſce with 
the general maſs. | n 

The falling off from pure Chriſtianity to 
Popery, in the Weſtern, and to Mahometaniſm 
in the Eaſtern diviſion of the church of Chriſt, 
were obſerved therein likewiſe, as having been 
foretold by his Apoſtles; and carrying many 
very evident marks of being what had been 
intended by them. 
The downfall of each, it was alſo ſaid, is de- 
clared in the book of Revelation; as what would 
ſignally be fulfilled in its ſeaſon, and before the ſe- 
cond coming of Chriſt to judge the world : and 
alſo that a ſpecific number of years ſeem, by the 
prophet Daniel, as well as the Apoſtle John, to be 
determined for their continuance ; the exact term 
of which we may be very certain will punctually 
be obſerved, and perhaps there may be ground 
to think, that they now are drawing towards a 
concluſion ; though it is not for us at preſent to 
know preciſely the points from which they are to 
be reckoned, or how to compute them. 
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Of theſe things themſelves, there is not the 
leaſt doubt to be entertained by thoſe who be- 
lieve the holy ſcriptures; who look into the 
prophecies, and conſider thoſe which have al- 
ready been accompliſhed ; and thence with awful 
expectation wait till the reſt become evident; as 
moſt aſſuredly they will, to the confuſion of ſome, 
to the exceeding joy of others, but to the aſto- 
niſhment of all then living upon the face of the 
earth. 

That “ ſcoffers there will be in the latter 
ce days,” who will turn to ridicule the expecta- 
tion of Chriſt's coming, is poſitively declared to 
us (d). And it has been expected by many 
learned men, that there will be a great falling- 
off from Chriſtianity before it. That the ten 
| kingdoms into which the Weſtern Roman era- 
pire ſhould be divided (and into which it was di- 
vided) would © for an hour,” as it is called, 
that is for a certain ſpecific time, all © give 
« their power to the beaſt,” or conſpire to ag- 
grandize- the ſee of Rome; and would each 
of them fall off from it, or be cut off in ſuc- 
ceſſion ; are hkewiſe poſitively declared to us. 
That the Papal power itſelf ſhould then finally 
be deſtroyed, with a moſt ſignal deſtruction ; and 
that the Kings of the earth would (e) lament over 


(d) 2 Pet. ii. (e) Rev. xviii. 9. 
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it, but that the ſaints or true believers in Chriſti. 
anity ſhould then rejoice, that ſalvation () was 
coming upon the earth: all theſe, alluded to as 
diſtant by Daniel, in a viſion then ſealed, are 
ſpecified more particularly by St. John, in a vi- 
ſion not ſealed but open. 

How far what we behold at preſent, is ame- 
gous, or bears any reſemblance to theſe declara- 
tions of holy writ, I leave to yourſelves to 
judge. 

That, with refpe&t to the Eaſtern church, 
it was to be over-run by the Saracen hoſt, 
and groan for a certain term of years under 
Mahomedan thraldom, we have likewiſe inti- 
mations, though perhaps in ſome reſpects leſs 
clear, both in Danicl and John: and from the 
former in particular, we ſeem to learn, yet is not 
that quite certain, that a great power will ariſe 
in the North, by which that will be overſet too, 
after a ſimilar term of years. 

How far a great overgrown Northern power, 
which within a century, from very obſcure be- 
ginnings, has been riſing to a ſtupendous highth, 
may be intended by the prophet, it is not for me 
to ſay ; but it behoves me to recommend it to 
you to conſider, 


7) Rev. xix. 
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That the Jews, who, for their rejection of the 
Meſſias when he came in an humble and ſuffer- 
ing ſtate, have been diſperſed over the earth, will 
at length acknowledge him, and be reſtored to 
their own land; and that the deſcendents of thoſe 
of the kingdom of Iſracl, who under Shalmane- 
ſer (g) were carried into bondage, whither we 
ſcarcely know, and whence they never yet have 
returned, will nevertheleſs be reſtored too; has 
been declared in terms of which no doubt can be 
entertained. 

How far the preſent ſcene, if it be a prelude 
to Chriſt's ſecond coming, may awaken the 
Jews; or may become known, and be conſidered 
as an object of attention to the diſperſed of the 
kingdom of Iſrael; and may diſpoſe them both 
to receive Him for the Meſſias whom they have 
ſo long expected in glory ; and may induce the 
Jews to look back into their prophetic writings, 
and find therein that he was firſt to have come in 
a ſuffering ſtate; (Y) and, acknowledging their 
error, may at length acknowledge Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, whom they had deſpiſed and crucified, 
to be truly their Meſſias; it is not for me to ſay. 
But I will ſay, that it is for them to conſider; 
and for us all to reflect upon. 


(g ) 2 Kings xvii. (hk) Ifaial li. &c. 
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The days may not be far diſtant when ſome of 
theſe things will have their accompliſhment. 
The ſcene now diſplayed before all our eyes, 1s 
unparalleled in hiſtory: and awakening __ 
to every conſiderate mind, 

The burſting forth of barbarous nations over- 
threw Imperial Rome, the dragon in the book of 
Revelation (i), and broke it into ten kingdoms. 
Thoſe kings are ſaid, in the ſame prophetic book, 
to (&) © give their power and ſtrength unto the 
« beaſt,” or the woman that ſitteth on the beaſt, 
(which, from the interpretation of the angel, ma- 
nifeſtly alludes to Rome Papal) for a certain 
ſeaſoa (1) © until the words of God ſhall be ful- 
ce filled.” We of this nation have already quitted 
her communion above two centuries. Some 
others have done ſo too. A ſudden madneſs 
breaking forth in one of the moſt civilized of 
nations, lately become all at once beyond con- 
ception ſavage, like a torrent of infernal ſpirits 
let looſe upon mankind, threatens all kingdoms, 
but threatens Rome itſelf too with deſolation ! 
To what theſe things do tend, or what may be 
the event, it is impoſſible to foreſee: yet, ſurely, 
it behoves us all to look around us, and to 
conſider, | 


(i) Chap. xii, i Wü. 13, (1) Verſe 17. 
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- Wiſely it ſhould ſeem, as well as moſt honor. 
ably, did we of this nation, in our public capacity, 
decline interfering in their troubles, till neceſſity 
conſtrained us to defend ourſelves againſt an un- 
provoked attack; ſilently meditated and con- 
trived abroad, and ſecretly carried on within our 
own boſom, till it was juſt upon the point of 
taking effect. The diſcovery alarmed and rouſed 
us; and has moved their rancor to ſo high a 
pitch, as to make them more than ever inveterate 
againſt us, beyond what they are againſt any 
other nation, While that continues, and while 
fierce madneſs rules their councils, it is impoſſible 
for us to ſheathe the ſword. What Chriſtianity 
certainly would adviſe in almoſt any other caſe, 
Chriſtianity itſelf cannot adviſe now, Till they 
have ſome Form of government within them- 
ſelves, at leaſt till they have ſome known Laws, 
or ſome Principles by which to regulate their 
conduct; it is impoſſible to enter into any Treaty 
with them. Any Contract with them would be 
as nugatory, as a contract with a madman, or a 
ſet of ravenous beaſts. | 

Yet how to conduct affairs in the preſent caſe, 
is an arduous taſk indeed. Wiſdom is but the 
Experience a man has derived from his own ob- 
ſervation, or from the collective experience of 


thoſe before him, Here experience fails us all, 
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If therefore the Princes of this world err in 
their judgment in the midſt of ſuch a ſcene; if 
thoſe who conduct the affairs of their reſpective 
governments miſtake in the path they ſhould 
purſue ; it is not for us to blame them. The path 
is new, and untrodden of the ſons of men. 

Thanks to the Almighty, we have a King 
upon our throne; who 1s not only reſpected but 
moſt cordially and moſt deſervedly beloved by 
his People; and a vigilant and active Leader in 
our councils, who certainly is awake to the com- 
plicated affairs he has to conduct; and who ſeems 
to conduct them with wonderful diſcretion. Ma- 
lice may traduce, or petulance may miſinterpret, 
the beſt concerted plans; but no one can charge 
him with indolence or inattention. The greateſt 
abilities may err in ſuch a caſe; or it may be in- 
tended by the Almighty Ruler, that all the pru- 
dential devices of man ſhall fail; to prove to men 
that He is the Governor among the nations. 
Human rulers can but decide, and act according 
to the beſt of their judgment, and leave the event 
to Him in whoſe hands are the iſſues of life and 
death, and all things here below. 

As to us, the bulk of the People, we have 
enough to engage all our thoughts: and happy 
ought we to account ourſelves, that we have no 
ſhare in the conducting of theſe matters, to call 


1 

off our attention from our eternal concerns. Aw⸗- 
ful and peculiar are the preſent times beyond ex- 
ample: and ſurely the looking forward to a cata- 
ſtrophe which may be coming forward, is a moſt 
important concern, and deſerving of our moſt 
ſerious attention, Whether 1t ſhall be productive 
of joy and exultation to us, or of ſhame and 
confuſion of face, depends entirely upon ourſelves. 
The ſhock, whenever it comes, may, and moſt 
probably will, be alarming to the beſt, and beſt 
reſolved minds. But, if we can look up to God 
with clean hands and upright hearts, and with 
awful expectation wait for the appearing of his 
Chriſt, the Lord from heaven, to eſtabliſh his 
glorious kingdom upon earth; we need not ter- 
rify ourſelves at the thought, that poſſibly it may 
be approaching before many years are elapſed ; 
that poſſibly theſe which we now behold may be 
ſome of the ſigns preceding thoſe times ; but, on 
the contrary, ſhould rejoice with exceeding joy. 
For, though our Saviour tells us, (m) © there 
« will before that time be diſtreſs of nations, 
« with perplexity;“ and © men's hearts will be 
« failing them for fear, and for looking after 
e thoſe things which will then be coming upon 
« the carth;” yet to his diſciples he ſays, 
When theſe things begin to come to paſs, 


(m) Luke xxi. 25. 


[ 26 ] 


ee then look up, and lift up your heads, for 
* your redemption draweth nigh.” © When ye 
* ſee theſe things come to pals, know ye that 
* the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.” 
Then—let us, my brethren, take care, each of 
us for ourſelves, that we be of that happy num- 
ber; and be reckoned at that day by Him among 
his true diſciples. To move you to this, it is at 
all times my duty; and more particularly on the 
occaſton of this ſolemn meeting, Not that I would 
preſume to ſay, that the Day of the Lord certain- 
ly is nigh at hand; for it may yet be many ages 
diſtant, though its ſigns ſhould begin to unfold 
themſelves now; but I muſt be allowed to ſay, 
that ſome ſigns do appear to indicate its ad- 
vance, fully ſufficient to juſtify my calling upon 
you to conſider them. Thinking thus, it muſt 
be my duty to exhort you (it muſt be the duty of 
us all to exhort each other) to look up to God 
from whom alone cometh ſalvation ; to cleanſe 
our hearts before him ; that whether we live, we 
may live under his protection here; or whe- 
ther we die, we may die in his true faith and 
fear; or whether we be to be taken up to 
Him to partake of his kingdom in glory, or 
be ſummoned at once to our laſt account ; 
we may be found always ready to give up 


that account with joy. 
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I ſhall conclude, therefore, exhorting you in 
the words of our Lord himſelf, prefixed to 
this day's diſcourſe; Watch ye therefore, 
« and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
« worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall 


* come to paſs, and to ſtand before the Son 
« of Man.“ 


THE END. 


— — — 
2 — = 


XC _== "Ix - 
- 
— A — — — — 


— . — 


— — 
—— 


- Jon ———_—_ — — — — — = 
—— — — — — — — — — —— O —— — 


— 


— 


— — — —— 
— — 


— 
— — 
— . — 

> — 


— 


' » Lately publiſhed by the fame Author, © 


t. Two SERMONS, preached in the Pariſh Church of 
Chiſleburſt in Kent; the firſt on Friday, April 19, 1793, 
being the Day appointed for a General Faſt ; the ſecond on 
Sunday, June 2, upon reading His Majeſty's Letter in 
Behalf of a Collection for the French Clergy. Price 1s. 


2. The PREFACE to a Specimen of a General Aſtro- 
nomical Catalogue, arranged in ZONES of NORTH 
POLAR DISTANCE, and adapted to January 1, 1790; 
giving an Account of the Work, and what may be expected 
in it. Price 1s. 6d. 


3- A Gexeralr ASTRONOMICAL CATALOGUE, 
arranged in Zones of North Polar Diſtance, and adapted 
to January 1, 1790: Containing, a Comparative View of 
the Mean Poſitions of about 7000 Stars Nebulz, and Cluſ- 
ters of Stars, as they come out upon Calculation from the 
Tables of ſeveral principal Obſervers. Together with a 
CaTALOGUE in the Order of Ricut Ascension, and 
a ZoDIACcAalL CaTALoGUE in LonciTuDpe, brought 


up to the ſame Epoch, In one ho Folio, priee Three 
Guineas in boards, AS HSA 


N 
N RE 


: 4 F pc 8 8 i pike Fe. 4 — 8 4 „ we yz * 
1 3 2 * be w”—_ Kind TE IMS «of Lo 3 
4 4 1 - p A, oo” 7K F . 9 3 — \ . Ti 9 25 n 2 9 
— e . 2 Page bY = as . 
— 2 6 — * a, J — I 8 7 » * * — n q 

* 1 vs 4 8 4 3 2 4 g w 


8 


. 
SY 


p . \ — . * þ f * p 4 - N 
. "ev. Fas 4 . AF, * — 4 p 0 A 4 1 < P - 1 * 
al = * _ — 2 o 29 oY — * . * . — Wm * * 245 
3 LY Es „ | 
0 2 << . 


- * 

8 
4 
10 
2 5 


A 


3 4 % * ld Pr. <I>. \ 1 _ 4 s - — 
1 2 2 — 7 r * * 1 * '% 5 MO,” 1 e 3 J F*s 1 
3 2 * BE r . RE N Es Ha 
= 9 4 D * F = C r IS - * 2 
A x ws bb. 299% 4 4 — — - i - oe CHEE fas 3 


% | — J* — , * r 5 a . 2 1 _ — — Ars. 

_ 1 e e ET 2 * S — " * 5 ” 
Fa * 4 3 4 wet {FM þ. x. > 1 1 +: ”% Ve, 8 re 8 2 KIA, wah * 2 
. | r n 292 = * 


2 * Se *. 
= ON 
* <> . — 4 1 
9-5 Le. at 3 = g 
<a ST Fa E ie wy 
1 2 pi = £4 Far ge * 
0 K 8 1 1 - * — 1 9p 1 
1 of ' * „ 2 24 8 » — av as 14 7 4 0 ' 43-4 s * 
oy 5 | 8 * Re os”, - — om 5 W's 2 ls X* 2 „ bt. 5 = 
"A WIE: * LEAD . 5 3 1 Frcs 2 7 r 
> 8 7 4 2 2. 2” wo 
8 _— =. * x 1 2 
— bes 1 * 
q > " ” , 


4 
A. 
* 
' 
** 


1 Ag 4 
"x 92 7 
3 
* 
7 
** 


7 1 


